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Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome to the Autumn term at Newhall Junior School. We hope you had a restful summer and we
are excited to welcome the children back. We look forward to hearing about your child's summer
break.

Curriculum

This term, we will be learning about both North and South America in Geography. In Science, we will
be Grouping Living Things, whilst in RE we will be studying Judaism, asking ‘What is the best way for a
Jew to lead a good life?. In Writing, we will write a poem based on ‘The Sound Collector before writing
a setting description and narrative based on The Midnight Fair. In Maths, we will cover place value,
including representation and partition of numbers, addition and subtraction, using formal written
methods. We are fortunate to be working with the South Derbyshire Music Centre this year and all
children will begin a 30-week programme in learning to play the clarinet. These instruments will be
provided as part of the programme.

A'long-term plan and a curriculum map are available on the school website, under the ‘curriculum’ tab.
These documents will provide more detail on the curriculum here at Newhall Junior School.

PE

PE lessons will be on a Tuesday and Friday this term. Children will complete Outdoor Adventurous
Activities (OAA) and gymnastics sessions. These sessions will be outside, where possible, so please
ensure that your child is dressed appropriately. Children should be wearing their PE kit - please refer
to the uniform policy on the school website. Children will need to have their hair tied back and have
either removed their earrings or be able to take them out themselves.

Communication

At Newhall Junior School, we believe that strong communication between home and school is essential
to supporting your child's success. To help ensure that information is shared clearly and concerns are
addressed promptly, we follow a structured communication plan.

This plan outlines the key channels through which parents and carers can connect with the school.
Your child's class teacher is always your first point of contact. They know your child best and are well-
placed to support their learning and well-being. We are committed to working in partnership with you
to create the best possible experience for your child. The Communication Plan is attached.

Homework and Spellings
A reminder that children should be accessing Times Tables Rockstars and Spelling Shed (please see
your child’s reading diary for their login details) 4 times per week. This will continue to be monitored
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by your child’s class teacher. Spelling Tests will be completed on a Friday afternoon, with new
spellings given out afterwards.

Lost Property
To cut down on the amount of lost property each term, please could you ensure all of your child’s
belongings are clearly labelled. This includes uniform, coats, lunch boxes and water bottles.

Reading

Your child is encouraged to bring their reading book home each day, along with their reading diary.
Please set aside time at home for your child to read quietly or to an adult. Reading at home, when it is
aregular habit, has aremarkable impact on reading progress. We ask that children read at least 4
times per week at home and that this is evidenced in their reading diary by an adult.

If you have any issues, please do not hesitate to getin touch.

Yours faithfully,

The Year 4 Team
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