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Friday 4™ September 2026

Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome to Autumn Term 1in Year 6 at Newhall Junior School. We are excited to be welcoming back the children
and are looking forward to hearing about their summer break.

Curriculum

This term we will be learning about South America - The Amazon in Geography; Evolution and Inheritance in
Science; Communication and Collaboration in Computing; Photo Opportunity in Art; Being Me in My World in
PHSE and What is the best way for a Muslim to show commitment to God? in RE. In our PE sessions, the pupils
will be participating in weekly Golf and Dodgeball lessons. During Maths, we will be covering Place Value and
Addition, Subtraction, Multiplication and Division. In Writing, we will write a character description and informal
letter linked to The Island by Armin Greder. We will also be learning to structure and write a narrative retell
linked to The Northern Lights by Phillip Pullman. We will also develop our reading skills across different text
types, including fiction, non-fiction and poetry.

You can access the Long-Term Plan for Year Six and Unit One Curriculum Overview on the school website,
under the ‘Curriculum’ tab. The Unit One Curriculum Overview can also be found attached.

PE

Our PE lessons will take place on a Tuesday and Wednesday. Children should be wearing their school PE kit -
please refer to the uniform section on the school website. Children also need to have hair tied back and have
removed their earrings or be able to take them out themselves. It is important that all children attend school
wearing the correct PE kit on their designated PE days. If a child is not in the appropriate kit, we will contact
home to discuss the matter further and offer support where needed.

Communication

At Newhall Junior School, we believe that strong communication between home and school is essential to
supporting every child’s success. To help ensure that information is shared clearly and concerns are addressed
promptly, we follow a structured communication plan.

This plan outlines the key channels through which parents and carers can connect with the school. Your child’s
class teacherisalways your first point of contact. They know your child best and are well-placed to support their
learning and wellbeing. We're committed to working in partnership with you to create the best possible
experience for your child. The Communication Plan can be found attached.

Lost Property
To cut down on the amount of lost property each term, please could you ensure all items of your children’s
clothingis clearly labelled. This includes uniform, coats, lunch boxes and water bottles.
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Homework and Weekly Tests

Homework this year will be to access Spelling Shed (https://play.edshed.com/en-gb) to practise spellings and
Times Table Rockstars (https://play.ttrockstars.com/) to aid them in developing a rapid recall of multiplication
facts. We ask that they complete these activities 4 times per week. This will be monitored by class teachers to
ensure participation.

Your child will also shortly receive an additional weekly Maths homework. More information on this will be shared
once the pupils have completed a baseline assessment.

Spelling tests will be on a Wednesday afternoon.

Reading

Your child is encouraged to bring their reading book home each day, along with their reading diary. Please set
aside time at home for your child to read quietly or to an adult. Reading at home, when itis a regular habit, has a
remarkable impact on reading progress. We ask that children read at least 4 times per week at home and that
thisis evidenced in their reading diary by an adult.

Lea Green Residential

We are excited to share that we have booked our residential trip for this year to Lea Green in Matlock. The three-
day residential will take place from Wednesday 10th March 2027 to Friday 12th March 2027. The children will take
part in a variety of exciting activities, including stream walking, high ropes, archery and bugqgy driving.

We have provisionally been allocated 50 places on the residential. Therefore, places will be allocated on a first-
come, first-served basis. More information, including cost and details of how to book through Beehive, will be
shared shortly.

SATs

This year, your child will complete their Standard Assessment Tests (SATs). These assessments are used to
measure children’s progress and school performance in English reading, grammar, punctuation, spelling and
mathematics. SATs week will take place during the week commencing Monday 10th May 2027.

We ask that all children attend school promptly every day during this week. We will share more information later
in the year, along with advice and guidance on how best to support your child through their SATs.

Yours faithfully,

The Year 6 Team
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Communication at Newhall Junior School

The following plan outlines the communication channels at Newhall Junior School.

Stage 1 -Child's Class Teacher

Please speak to yvour child's class teacherregarding vour concern or guestion. The class teacheris the best
person to speak to first as they know yourchild so well. They will always endeavour to come backto youas
soon as possible. There may be several meetings or conversations that take place at this stage.

Stage 2- Phase Leaders: Mr Lander (Year 3 & Year 4) or Mr Wibberley (Year 5and Year 6)

Yourself or the class teacher may decide to move to stage 2. The Phase Leaders are all on the Leadership Team. An
appointment or phone call will be arranged either via the school office or through direct contact with the Phase
Leader themselves, Please note that our Phase Leaders are also full-time classteachers, but they will endeavour to
get back to you as soon as possible. There may be several mestings or conversations that take place at this stage.

Stage 3- Assistant Head of School: Mrs Smith (Inclusion Lead)

If you have spoken to the Phase Leader but would like further support from school, you will be directed tospeak to the
Assistant Head of School. Alternatively, if yourconcernis regarding SEND or Inclusion then you may contact the
Assistant Head of School directly. An appointmentor phone callwill be arranged either via the school office or
through direct contact with the Assistant Head of School. There may be several meetings or conversations that take
place at this stage.

Stage 4 —Head of School: Mrs Weaver

If vou have spoken to the Assistant Head of School and vour concern or question continues then youwill be
directed to speak to the Head of School. Please request an appointment with the Head of School by
contacting the school office. There may be severalmeetings or conversations that take place atthis stage.
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